EXTRACT OF MINUTES OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI BOARD OF CURATORS
SPECIAL MEETING, May 12, 2008

It was moved by Curator Haggard and seconded by Curator Walsworth, that the

following resolution be approved:

the Board of Curators opposes Senate Bill 873 for the following reasons:

1.

A voting student on the Board of Curators would create a biased constituent
seat on an otherwise lay board. There are many constituencies, not limited
to faculty, staff and retirees that do not have a dedicated voting member on
the Board of Curators.

If the State of Missouri loses a congressional seat, it won’t happen until the
2010 census. With the congressional boundaries and redistricting yet to
have taken place, it is highly unlikely those issues will be resolved before
2011. In that time, consideration should be given to all available options for
how a loss of a congressional seat will impact the makeup of the Board of
Curators.

If Senate Bill 873 is passed, it should not be directed solely to the University
of Missouri. Rather, it should be applicable to the governing boards of all
higher education institutions in this state.

The University of Missouri is a very complex organization with a steep
learning curve. With a voting student curator term expiring every two years,
the student will barely have been oriented to the policies and issues over
which she/he will be governing, let alone being asked to vote on, by the time
the term expires.

There is ambiguity between existing law (RSMo 172.030.1) and the proposed
legislation. Senate Bill 873 does not make clear whether the voting student
curator would have to declare a political party affiliation as is the case with
the other curators. Statute requires that no more than five members be of
the same political party. Keeping the proper political balance on the board
may be more difficult with a two-year voting student curator term. An
amendment is needed to clarify 1) the student curator will need to declare a
political affiliation, and 2) how a student curator with a two-year term will
affect the political party alignment of the remaining curators with six-year
terms.






